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SUBJ: TERRORISM: ALLEGED ABORTED HIJACKING OF DOMESTIC FLIGHT 
REF: STATE 217883 

1. WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS LACK INDEPENDENT CONFIRMA- 
TION THAT HIJACKING ATTEMPT IN FACT TOOK PLACE. HOW- 
EVER STORIES ABOUT ALLEGED HIJACK ATTEMPT ARE SPREADING 
THROUGH MOSCOW, AND THERE IS SOME FRAGMENTARY EVIDENCE 
THAT ONE DID ACTUALLY OCCUR. ORIGINAL INFOR 

MATION ABOUT HIJAKC ATTEMPT REPORTEDLY REACHED 
CORRESPONDENTS FROM LOCAL SAS OFFICE AND FROM 
REPORTER FOR LONDON FINANCIAL TIMES. WHO IS MARRIED 
TO SOVIET CITIZEN. 

2. AS STORY GOES. FOUR INDIVIDUALS ATTEMPTED TO HIJACK 
YAK-40 AIRCRAFT WHICH FLYING ROUTE BRYANSK-MOSCOW 
(BYKOVO AIRPORT) ON AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER 2. FLIGHT 
REPORTEDLY LANDED AT MOSCOW'S UNIKOVO AIRPORT FOR 
REFUELING PRIOR TO PROCEEDING TO STOCKHOLM, WHICH 
REPORTEDLY DESTINATION OF GROUP . (MEMBERS OF GROUP 
DESCRIBED AS BEING UNDER TWENTY YEARS OF AGE.) NEGO- 
TIATIONS BETWEEN HIJACKERS AND SOVIET AUTHORITES, 
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AVIATION BUGAYEV, LASTED FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE HOURS 
BEFORE POLICE STROMED AIRCRAFT, KILLING TWO HIJACKERS 
AND WOUNDING OR KILLING ONE OTHER PASSENGER ON PLANE. 
HIJACKERS REPORTEDLY DEMANDED ONE MILLION DOLLARS 
WHICH THEY SAID SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE PLAN ONLY 
BY A WOMAN. 

3. AS POSSIBLY INDICATION THAT UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
EXISTED IN MOSCOW AIRSPACE NOVEMBER 2, WE NOTE THAT 
AUSTRIAN AIRLINES FLIGHT FROM VIENNA TO MOSCOW WAS 
DIVERTED TO WARSAW FOR ONE HOUR STOPOVER THAT AFTER- 
NOON. PASSENGERS EVENTUALLY GIVEN EXPLANATION THAT 
"SECURITY" CONSIDERATIONS HAD LED TO DIVERSION. 

INDIVIDUAL ABOARD FLIGHT SAID UNUSUALLY LARGE NUMBER 
OF FLIGHTS APPEARED STACKED UP AT SHEREMETYEVO II 
AIRPORT LATE THAT AFTERNOON. 

4. MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION HAS DECLINED TO COMMENT ABOUT 
ALLEGED INCIDENT. 

DUBS 
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